Malaysian Borneo Itinerary: Orangutans,
Oceans And Peaks

Sandakan

Jason | 6 days

Overview

Places and Experiences

1 Airport
16 Attractions
4 Hotels

3 Locations

Itinerary
6 days



Day 1

m Heritage Sandakan Highlights

|t

Sandakan Airport

Airport

® Batu 7, Jalan Airport, 90000 Sandakan, Sabah, Malaysia
Q, +60 89-667 786

Sandakan Memorial Park

Attraction
® 90702, Jalan Labuk, 90000 Sandakan, Sabah, Malaysia
Q, +60 89-275 400

Sandakan Memorial Park is a poignant historical site that
commemorates the suffering of prisoners of war during World
War Il. Established on the former site of a POW camp, the
park features memorials, plaques, and beautifully landscaped
gardens that reflect the deep history of the area. Visitors can
explore the informative displays detailing the events that
transpired here and pay their respects at the various
monuments honoring the lives lost. With its tranquil
atmosphere and historical significance, the park serves as an
important reminder of resilience and remembrance.

1 Ormond Sandakan

Hotel

© Sandakan Harbour Square, Sandakan, Malaysia

Q 160 89-466 999

Ormond Hotel Sandakan is a welcoming accommodation
option situated in the heart of Sandakan, Sabah. It offers
comfortable rooms equipped with modern amenities, catering
to both business and leisure travelers. The hotel is
conveniently located near local attractions, dining options,
and commercial areas, making it an ideal base for exploring



the city. Guests can enjoy a range of services, including free
Wi-Fi and access to notable nearby destinations, enhancing
their stay in this vibrant coastal town.

Agnes Keith House

& Attraction

© 296, Jalan Utara, 90000 Sandakan, Sabah, Malaysia
Q, +60 89-221 140

Agnes Keith House is a museum located in Sandakan, Sabah,
Malaysia, showcasing the life and works of author Agnes
Keith, who wrote about her experiences in North Borneo
during the mid-20th century. The house, built in the 1930s, is
a well-preserved example of colonial architecture, offering
visitors insights into the lifestyle of the time. The museum
features period furnishings and personal artifacts, as well as
beautiful views of the surrounding area, including the lush
gardens and the nearby coastline. Visitors can enjoy guided
tours that highlight Keith's literary contributions and the
historical context of her life in Borneo.

St. Michael's and All Angels Church,
Sandakan

Attraction

® 51, Jalan Puncak, Pusat Bandar Sandakan, 90000 Sandakan, Sabah, Malaysia

| Q, +6089-213 457

St. Michael's and All Angels Church, located at 51 Jalan
Puncak in Sandakan, Sabah, Malaysia, is one of the oldest
stone buildings in the region. Designed by New Zealander
B.W. Mountfort, construction began in 1893 and was
completed in 1906. The church's Gothic-style architecture
features pointed arches and stained-glass windows. During
World War I, it survived significant damage, making it one of
the few stone buildings in Sabah. The church houses stained-
glass windows donated by Australian Prisoners of War
relatives to commemorate the 60th anniversary of the end of
World War Il. It is part of the Sandakan Heritage Trail,
connecting several historical sites in the city.



Puu Jih Syh Temple

i Attraction

© Jalan Cecily, 90000 Sandakan, Sabah, Malaysia
P < 60 89-225 399

Puu Jih Syh Temple, located in Sandakan, Malaysia, is a
significant Buddhist temple known for its striking architecture
and peaceful ambiance. The temple features traditional
Chinese architectural elements, vibrant colors, and detailed
decorations, reflecting the rich cultural heritage of the region.
Perched on a hillside, it offers picturesque views of its
surroundings, enhancing its status as a popular destination
for tourists and locals. Visitors often come to admire the
serene environment and engage in spiritual practices, making
it an important hub for the local Buddhist community.

Kampung Sim Sim
Attraction
©® Kampung, Jalan Sim Sim, jalan berhala darat, 90000 Sandakan, Sabah,
Malaysia
: Kampung Sim Sim is a picturesque water village situated in
Sandakan, Sabah, Malaysia. The village features stilt houses
built over the water, showcasing traditional architecture and
offering stunning views of the surrounding seascape. It is a
vibrant community where visitors can immerse themselves in
local culture and experience the daily lives of its residents.
The area is famous for its seafood, with several small
restaurants along the waterfront serving fresh catches. The
village also serves as a unique point of interest for those
looking to explore the rich cultural heritage and natural
beauty of Sabah.

Harbour Mall Sandakan

Attraction

© Harbour Square, Pusat Bandar Sandakan, 90000 Sandakan, Sabah, Malaysia
& +60 89-276 888

Harbour Mall Sandakan is a prominent shopping destination
located in the heart of Sandakan, Sabah. This modern
shopping mall features a variety of retail outlets, dining
options, and entertainment facilities. Visitors can find both




local and international brands, catering to diverse shopping
needs. The mall's strategic location offers convenient access
to nearby attractions, making it a popular spot for both locals
and tourists. With its spacious layout and modern amenities,
Harbour Mall provides a comfortable shopping experience for
visitors of all ages.

Sandakan Central Market

Attraction

© Sandakan Central Market, Jalan Pryer, Pusat Bandar Sandakan, 90000
Sandakan, Sabah, Malaysia

Sandakan Central Market is a vibrant three-story market

#® located near the waterfront in Sandakan, Malaysia. The
ground floor features a wide array of fresh produce, seafood,
and local snacks, reflecting the region's rich culinary heritage.
The first floor, known as the 'Hanging Market,' offers a variety
of clothing, accessories, and household items. The top floor
houses numerous food stalls serving local delicacies,
including the renowned Kueh Teow with Deep-Fried Pork. The
market operates from early morning until late afternoon,
providing a lively atmosphere for both locals and visitors.

Day 2

% Sepilok Wildlife Rehabilitation Day

Pusat Pemuliharaan Orang Utan Sepilok

Attraction

©® W.D.T. 200, Sabah Wildlife Department, Jalan Sepilok, Sepilok, 90000
Sandakan, Sabah, Malaysia

Q 160 89-633 587

Pusat Pemuliharaan Orang Utan Sepilok is an acclaimed
orangutan rehabilitation center in Sabah, Malaysia.
Established to rescue and rehabilitate orphaned orangutans,
this facility is set within a lush tropical rainforest, offering
visitors a unique opportunity to observe these magnificent
apes in their natural habitat. The center features educational



exhibits and knowledgeable staff dedicated to conservation
efforts. Visitors can witness feeding sessions and enjoy scenic
walking trails that lead to viewing platforms and conservation
areas. It plays a crucial role in the preservation of
orangutans, contributing to efforts to protect this endangered
species.

Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre
(BSBCCQC)
Attraction

y  © Postal address: PPM 219, Elopura, Sepilok, 90000 Sandakan, Sabah, Malaysia
7  +6089-534 491

~ The Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre (BSBCC) is a
dedicated facility located in Sepilok, Malaysia, focused on the
rehabilitation and conservation of sun bears, the smallest
bear species in the world. Established to raise awareness
about the threats these bears face, the center provides a
sanctuary for rescued bears, allowing visitors to observe
them in a natural setting. The BSBCC is surrounded by lush
rainforest, highlighting the importance of conservation
efforts. Educational programs and guided tours inform guests
about the ecological significance of sun bears and the
challenges of poaching and habitat loss.

Sepilok Forest Edge Resort

Hotel

© JIn Rambutan Mile 14, Sandakan, Malaysia
Q +60 (89) 533190

Sepilok Forest Edge Resort is a serene retreat located near

¥ the Sepilok Orangutan Rehabilitation Centre in Sandakan.

Nestled within the lush rainforest, the resort provides a
peaceful atmosphere for nature lovers and wildlife
enthusiasts. Guests can enjoy comfortable accommodations,
complete with modern amenities and stunning views of the
surrounding jungle. The resort offers easy access to trekking
trails, allowing visitors to explore the vibrant ecosystem and
witness the rich biodiversity of the area. With on-site dining
options featuring local cuisine, the resort is an excellent base
for immersing oneself in the natural beauty of Borneo.



Day 3

M Gomantong Caves — River Lodge + Sunset Cruise

Gomantong Caves

Attraction

® Gomantong Caves, 90000 Kinabatangan, Sabah, Malaysia

Gomantong Caves, located in the Kinabatangan district of
Sabah, Malaysia, is famed for its impressive limestone
formations and ecological significance. These caves are home
to various wildlife, including bats, swiftlets, and other unique
species. Visitors can explore the vast chambers and tunnels,
which also feature fascinating stalactites and stalagmites.
The caves are notable for their harvesting of bird nests, a
traditional practice that adds cultural value to the site.
Accessible via a short trek through the rainforest, Gomantong
Caves attracts nature enthusiasts and adventure seekers
eager to witness its breathtaking underground landscape.

Sukau Rainforest Lodge
Hotel

© C/O Borneo Eco Tours, Lot 1, Pusat Perindustrian, Kolombong Jaya, Mile 5.5,
Jalan Kolombong,, 88450 Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia

Q 160 88-438 300

Sukau Rainforest Lodge is an eco-friendly retreat nestled in
the lush rainforest of Sabah, Malaysia. This lodge provides a
unigue opportunity to immerse in nature, surrounded by the
rich biodiversity of the Kinabatangan River area. Guests can
embark on guided river cruises to spot wildlife such as
orangutans, proboscis monkeys, and various bird species. The
lodge features comfortable accommodations designed to
harmonize with the environment, along with amenities that
enhance the rainforest experience. It serves as a base for
eco-tours, emphasizing sustainable tourism while allowing
guests to explore the natural beauty of Borneo.



Day 5

A& River-to-Mountain-to-City Transfer

Pekan Nabalu Weekly Market

Attraction

© Pekan Nabalu, 89150 Kota Belud, Sabah, Malaysia

| Pekan Nabalu Weekly Market is an engaging and lively open-
air market located in Kota Belud, Sabah. Known for its vibrant
atmosphere, the market draws both locals and tourists
seeking a taste of Malaysian culture. Visitors can explore
various stalls selling fresh produce, handicrafts, and local
delicacies, providing a great opportunity to experience the
local lifestyle. The market also offers stunning views of the
surrounding hills and is a favorite spot for capturing
memorable photographs. Open on weekends, it showcases a
dynamic mix of sights and sounds, making it a must-visit
locale for those traveling in the region.

Poring Hot Spring & Nature Reserve
(Poring Hot Springs)
Attraction

© 89300 Ranau, Sabah, Malaysia
Pl +60 14-695 8577

Poring Hot Spring & Nature Reserve, located in Sabah,
Malaysia, is famous for its natural hot springs and lush
tropical surroundings. The area offers visitors a chance to
soak in hot sulfuric waters believed to have therapeutic
properties. Additionally, the reserve boasts a canopy walkway
that allows for breathtaking views of the rainforest, as well as
opportunities for birdwatching and exploring various hiking
trails. The diverse wildlife and rich biodiversity make it a
popular destination for nature lovers and adventure seekers.



Kinabalu National Park
— Attraction

© Kinabalu Park, 89300 Kundasang, Sabah, Malaysia
Q, +60 88-211 881

Kinabalu National Park is renowned for its stunning
landscapes and incredible biodiversity, encompassing over
4,000 species of plants and hundreds of bird species. The
park features the iconic Mount Kinabalu, which rises to 4,095
meters, attracting climbers and nature enthusiasts from
around the world. Walking trails lead visitors through tropical
rainforests, with opportunities for birdwatching and
experiencing various ecosystems. Recognized as a UNESCO
World Heritage Site, the park plays a vital role in conservation
and ecological research, offering visitors a chance to
appreciate its unique flora and fauna.

Shangri-La Rasa Ria Kota Kinabalu
= Hotel

. © Pantai Dalit Tuaran, Kota Kinabalu, Malaysia

Q +60 (88) 797888

Shangri-La Rasa Ria, Kota Kinabalu is a luxury resort situated
along Pantai Dalit Beach in Sabah, Malaysia. The resort spans
400 acres, featuring a 3-kilometer private beach, a 64-acre
nature reserve, and an 18-hole championship golf course.
Guests can choose from 494 elegantly furnished rooms and
suites, each offering panoramic views of the South China Sea
or lush tropical gardens. The resort offers a variety of dining
options, including international cuisine at Coffee Terrace,
Japanese teppanyaki at Kozan, and Malaysian specialties at
Tepi Laut. Recreational activities include water sports, jungle
trekking, and bird watching in the nature reserve, which is
home to over 80 bird species. The resort is approximately 40
kilometers from Kota Kinabalu International Airport and 35
kilometers from the city center.




Day 6

Kota Kinabalu
Sabah, Malaysia

Kota Kinabalu, the capital of Sabah in Malaysia, is a vibrant
city known for its stunning natural beauty and cultural
diversity. It serves as the gateway to Mount Kinabalu, one of
Southeast Asia's highest peaks, and the Tunku Abdul Rahman
Marine Park, a group of islands perfect for snorkeling and
diving. The city offers a mix of modern amenities and
traditional markets, with attractions like the Sabah State
Museum, the Atkinson Clock Tower, and the bustling Gaya
Street Sunday Market. Whether you're an adventure seeker or
a culture enthusiast, Kota Kinabalu has something to offer for
everyone.

% Culture Village + Mangroves, Sunset & Fireflies

Borneo Cultural Village
Attraction

©® Mai Aman, 89600 Papar, Sabah, Malaysia
Q@ +60 10-293 3644

Borneo Cultural Village is an immersive cultural attraction in
Sabah that offers visitors a glimpse into the diverse
indigenous traditions of Borneo. Spanning several acres, the
village features traditional longhouses from various ethnic
groups, showcasing authentic architecture and lifestyle.
Visitors can engage in cultural performances, craft
demonstrations, and interactive workshops, providing a
holistic experience of the region's rich heritage. The village
emphasizes the importance of preserving local customs while
offering a welcoming environment for education and
engagement. Activities such as traditional dances and local
culinary experiences further enrich the visit, making it a
significant stop for those exploring the cultural landscape of
Borneo.



Day 7

Z Island-Hopping Marine

RIVER PARADISE BONGAWAN

Attraction

© Jalan Kuala Bongawan, Blok Pidada, KG SERI SERBANG, 89700 Papar, Sabah,
Malaysia

Q +60 12-877 4754
RIVER PARADISE BONGAWAN is a scenic recreational area
located along the river in Sabah, Malaysia. It offers visitors a
serene environment perfect for outdoor activities such as
picnicking, fishing, and enjoying nature. The area is
surrounded by lush greenery and the soothing sounds of
flowing water, making it an ideal spot for relaxation and
unwinding. Facilities often include gazebos and picnic tables
for families and groups to gather and enjoy the natural
beauty of the landscape.

Firefly Natural Habitat

Attraction

© 89709 Bongawan, Sabah, Malaysia

Park Finale + Night Market

Manukan Island
Malaysia

Manukan Island is the second largest island in the Tunku
Abdul Rahman National Park, Malaysia's first marine national
park. It is located in the East Malaysian state of Sabah, just
off the coast of Kota Kinabalu and is known for its great
beaches and coral reefs, which are ideal for snorkeling, diving
and swimming. Other activities include trekking and bird
watching. The island is easily accessible by boat from Kota
Kinabalu.



Kota Kinabalu
Sabah, Malaysia

Kota Kinabalu, the capital of Sabah in Malaysia, is a vibrant
city known for its stunning natural beauty and cultural
diversity. It serves as the gateway to Mount Kinabalu, one of
Southeast Asia's highest peaks, and the Tunku Abdul Rahman
Marine Park, a group of islands perfect for snorkeling and
diving. The city offers a mix of modern amenities and
traditional markets, with attractions like the Sabah State
Museum, the Atkinson Clock Tower, and the bustling Gaya
Street Sunday Market. Whether you're an adventure seeker or
a culture enthusiast, Kota Kinabalu has something to offer for
everyone.



°Balabac!

oKudat
OKota Marudu

; W, 6
Kota Kinaby / ¥ lndaseng
T

ABA v N ‘

Beaufort o i
) o A

IL&iiEII—Datu °Bongao:
oSimunul

0Semporna

Map data ©2026 Google

® Hotel @ Attraction @ Airport @ Location

1. Sandakan Airport 11. Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre
2. Sandakan Memorial Park (BSBCC)
3. Ormond Sandakan 12. Sepilok Forest Edge Resort
4. Agnes Keith House 13. Gomantong Caves
5. St. Michael's and All Angels Church, 14. Sukau Rainforest Lodge
Sandakan 15. Pekan Nabalu Weekly Market
6. Puu Jih Syh Temple 16. Poring Hot Spring & Nature Reserve
7. Kampung Sim Sim (Poring Hot Springs)
8. Harbour Mall Sandakan 17. Kinabalu National Park
9. Sandakan Central Market 18. Shangri-La Rasa Ria Kota Kinabalu

10. Pusat Pemuliharaan Orang Utan Sepilok 19. Kota Kinabalu
20. Borneo Cultural Village
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